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wets May Dispute Carter Credibility 

Anatoly Sdharansky’s Chief Accuser Now linked to tlie CIA ■ 


By Murrey Marder • ‘ - 

. Washington Post Staff Writer 

. Administration officials are highly 


■ concerned that the Soviet Union will 


attempt to challenge the credibility of 
President Carter in the celebrated 


^ case of dissident Anatoly Scharansky 
with evidence that Scharansky’s chief, 
accuser was in fact once a CIA agent; 

It was confirmed yesterday that the 
accuser. Dr. Sanya L. Lipavsky, a Jew- 
ish doctor, did work with the CIA in 
- 1975, volunteering his services. Lipav- 
sky, later a roommate of Scharan- 
sky’s, has charged that Scharansky ; 
also was a CIA agent. The first public 
corroboration that Lipavsky was 
linked to the CIA appeared in the cur- ■ 
rent issue of Time magazine. 7 
Although American officials see 
that as a highly tenuous link to Schar- 
ansky at best, it could be used in a So- 
viet trial to challenge Carter’s public 
insistence that Scharansky never “had 
any known relationship in a subver- 
sive way or otherwise with the CIA,” 

A Scharansky trial, on charges of, 
treason or espionage, long has been , 
seen not only as a potentially explo-’ 
sive Soviet challenge to the Carter hu- • 
man rights campaign, but also as- a - 
. flashpoint for American-Soviet de-i 
tente policy. Detente is now at a pre; / 
■; carious point over 'American outcries ? 
against Soviet military involvement in: ■- 
the Horn of Africa warfare between 7 
Ethiopia and Somalia J 
.7-7 President Carter and other top . offi- j 
f cials repeatedly -have cautioned’ the* 
?' Soviet. Union, privately and publicly,*' 
/ : about the American . political conse-® 
fiquences of bringing Scharansky*: to-- 
. trial.-.- r;«u. Jr#, in - » 7 ; 


! What is at stake is not only the -fact 
that Scharansky, 30, a Soviet computer 
specialist, was one of the leading Jew- . 
ish activists in the Soviet Union, and a 7 ] 
major . figure in the „ now-shattered 
: group of dissidents, monitoring Soviet 


compliance with the Helsinki human 
rights accords. Beyond that, a Schar- 
ansky trial has been seen as a poten- 
. tial Soviet attempt to link together 
American diplomats, Soviet-based U.S. 
journalists and the CIA in a wholesale 
' plot. The premise would be that the 
; entire dissident movement in the So- 
! viet Union is foreign-concocted. 

V 1 " It is not known, American officials 
stress, whether the Soviet Union will 
decide to risk the international conse- 
quences of a dramatic “show trial” 
against Scharansky to parade such 
sweeping accusations. There are nu- 
merous lesser choices of scope and ac- 
cusation , which the Kremlin may 
choose. 

Soviet legal preparations,- however, 
informed sources said, now indicate 
that action is soon to begin against 
Scharansky, arrested last March and 
held incommunicado in Moscow’s Le- 
fortovo Prison. The Soviet Union was 
believed to be suspending its move 
until the completion of the Belgrade 
conference on European security and 
human rights, now in its final days, 
j ■ Until now, there had been no public 
’. disclosure that the Soviet accusa- 
' tions against. Scharansky could be 
.. seemingly buttressed by the Lipavsky 
CIA link. , V ' 

, Lipavsky, portraying himself as a 
-“repented” dissident, last year had 
claimed that he once was a CIA agent, 
in addition to charging that American 
-’diplomats: had recruited Scharanskv. 
and other Russians to spy for the CIA. 
At a press conference in Moscow,. Li- 
pavksy displayed a Parker pen which 
he said was used to pass secret in- 
structions to him. 7, ■; ... - - . - 

The American embassy in Moscow ■ 
last March responded with a brief 
statement dismissing Lipavsky*s accu- 
sations as “a classic case of disinfor- 
mation” created by Soviet agents.-- -7 


There is still strong' suspidon on - 
’the American side that the now-con- 
firmed Lipavsky CIA link was a plant 
by the KGB, the Soviet secret police, 
to. establish a CIA-Soviet dissident 
tie, for later use against the United 
States. . 7 ,. 

Lipavsky, early in 1975, according 
to American sources, offered himself 
as a “walk-in” spy to the CLA, and 
reported to the CIA for about nine 
months in 1975. This was revealed 
yesterday by Time magazine, and it 
was confirmed .. .front other U.S. 
sources. " .77 7’ ' 7 ,> .’ 7 • ’ 

This revelation- at this time raised 
speculation that_ Caxter _administra-; 

• tion sources wanted to see the infor- 
mation published in a pre-emptive I 
move. That is, to redace the public 1 
sting of evidence that could be pre- 
•sented at Lipavsky’s trial. No U.S. 
official, of course, would confirm that, ; 
and some administration sources ex- | 
pressed dismay about this disclosure, i 

All U.S. sources ware anxious to , 
stress that the Lipavsky- CIA connec- j 
tion W83 in 1975, before the Carter j 
administration . took office. 

Lipavsky reportedly, volunteered to 
provide the CIA. wiSr. information ' 
from his contacts in the Soviet acien- ■ 
tific community. “Walk-in” spies, are* 
inevitably suspected- «f being KGB- 
agents. Why the CIA. accepted Lipav-- 
sky in any role is notftally explained 7 
except that the CIA decided to go 
along with Lipavsky to /see 7 what ; i 
would happen,. casting him off after: 
nine months. ''■. 7*77‘?7:v;-* > ~j7^ 

7 . Later, Lipavskjr shared .a Moscow' 
apartment with - Scharansky,- -for a \ 
time shortly before Scharansky- was * 
arrested, and -left the apartment just -’, 
a few days in advance of leveling the - 
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